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Jack Blyth’s 1929 fabric saloon (M14453)
	
Jack Blyth, who built (more descriptive than restored) his fabric saloon in 1971 has always had a desire to go on a long journey so in 1992 he planned to join 100 other vintages for a circumnavigation of the North Island of New Zealand.  Alas, just when boarding the Inter Island Ferry at Picton the nut holding the flywheel on to the crankshaft came undone causing major damage to the engine so the trip was aborted and Jack continued the tour as a passenger in a Ford Model A.


The engine was rebuilt using a later crankshaft with a tapered end to overcome the famous  design fault with the early crankshaft and the car has been perfectly reliable ever since.  Jack wanted to plan something exciting to mark his 70th Birthday in April 2003 and, remembering that the Morris Minor would be 75 years old that year, has started planning a circumnavigation of the South Island of New Zealand.


The terrain is reasonably level on the east of the Island but down the middle are very high Alps and down the West and South it is anything but flat, a true test for an 847 c.c. engine.   Jack’s friend Val will accompany him as navigator, manager, public relations officer, and counselor.  The itinerary is a guide only and may vary by days or even weeks depending on progress or lack thereof.  Time is allowed each day for sightseeing, shopping, coffee breaks and routine maintenance (if any is required).  It is hoped to gain some sponsorship to defray fuel costs and it is hoped to get some publicity from local newspapers along the way.  At the successful conclusion of the trip Jack will write an article for the VMR Magazine with photos, which should be stunning.

A dress rehearsal of a weekend trip across the Alps to the West Coast is planned for about September 2002 to convince both Jack and Val that both them and the car are up to the journey.  Jack’s provisional itinerary (which played havoc with the editorial spell-checker) is as follows:

	1
Christchurch to Kaikoura

113

2
Kaikoura to Blenheim


79

3
Blenheim to Nelson (via Grove Track)
80

4
Free day in Nelson

5
Nelson to Murchison (via Motueka)
110

6
Murchison to Westport


60                                      

7
Westport to Hokitika


88

8
Free day in Hokitika

9
Hokitika to Franz Joseph

81

10
Franz Joseph to
Haast


83

11
Haast to Wanaka


89

12
Wanaka to Queenstown (via Cromwell)
70

13
Free day in Queenstown

14
Queenstown to Te Anau


117      

15
Te Anau to Riverton 


via Mossburn and Wreys Bush)

88

16
Riverton to Invercargill


22 

17
Free afternoon in Invercargill

18
Invercargill to Owaka (via Catlins)
85

19
Owaka to Dunedin


68

20
Free day in Dunedin

21
Dunedin to Oamaru


68

22
Oamaru to Temuka


62

23
Free day in Temuka

24
Temuka
 to Christchurch


84




       Total            1,447  miles
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